The READ Strategy �
Read the paragraph to get an idea of what it is
about (Topic)
Look for important words that are
repeated
Evaluate each sentence and highlight,
underline, or circle the important words 
Write the words you underlined/circled
for each sentence
Analyze the words you underlined to determine
what they have in common
Decide upon the main idea

WHAT ARE SUPPORTING DETAILS? �

“I know why I don’t lose weight. Eating big
meals and lots of snacks makes me happy.
Drinking beer makes me happy. Not exercising
makes me happy.”
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Summary:

The man can’t lose weight because he enjoys the things that
make him gain weight.

Try the READ strategy on this paragraph 
Read the paragraph to get an idea of what it is
about (Topic)
Look for important words that are
repeated
Evaluate each sentence and highlight,
underline, or circle the important words 
Write the words you underlined/
circled for each sentence
Analyze the words you underlined to 
determine what they have in common 
Decide upon the main idea

First-degree burns are
burns that leave a painful red mark
but do not break the skin, and thus
they do not often become
infected. Burns that are classified
as second-degree burns are often
extremely painful, and, since the
skin has been broken, they may
become infected. In a thirddegree burn, both the outer layer
and lower layer of skin are burned.
There may be little pain because
nerve endings have been
destroyed. Because so much of
the skin’s protection has been lost,
the possibility of serious, even
fatal infection is great with a thirddegree burn.

First-degree burns are burns that leave a
painful red mark but do not break the skin,
and thus they do not often become
infected. Burns that are classified as
second-degree burns are often extremely
painful, and, since the skin has been
broken, they may become infected. In a
third-degree burn, both the outer layer and
lower layer of skin are burned. There may
be little pain because nerve endings have
been destroyed. Because so much of the
skin’s protection has been lost, the
possibility of serious, even fatal infection is
great with a third-degree burn.

First-degree burns are burns that leave a painful
red mark but do not break the skin, and thus
they do not often become infected. Burns that
are classified as second-degree burns are often
extremely painful, and, since the skin has been
broken, they may become infected. In a thirddegree burn, both the outer layer and lower
layer of skin are burned. There may be little pain
because nerve endings have been destroyed.
Because so much of the skin’s protection has
been lost, the possibility of serious, even fatal
infection is great with a third-degree burn.
Summary:

Burn injuries are classified in three
categories, according to their severity.

