
Minutes 
Northwest Florida Board of Trustees 
Board Facilities and Programs Committee 
May 13, 2009, 8:30 a.m. 
 
Present:  
 
Brian Pennington, Chairman 
Jody Henderson 
Vercell Vance 
Esteena K. Wells 
Wesley Wilkerson 
Joseph Lorenz, Board Attorney 
Jill J. White, Interim President 
 
Others present: 
 
Gary Yancey, Vice President for Administrative Services; Donna Utley, Associate Vice 
President for Business Services; Sylvia Bryan, Director of Marketing and Community 
Relations; Sam Jones, Facilities Director; Brian Shonk, Associate Dean, Health, Safety 
and Student Assessment; Gwen Street, Director, Auxiliary Services; Mike Griffith, The 
Bay Beacon; Alicia Leonard, The DeFuniak Herald; and Carolyne Laux, Executive 
Assistant to the President. 
 
Call to Order   Brian Pennington 
 
Approval of Agenda  The Committee approved the Agenda with the addition of  
    clarification of the April 28, 2009 Special Board Meeting  
    Minutes. (Motion: Wells; Second: Wilkerson.  Vote for:   
    Pennington, Henderson, Vance, Wells, and Wilkerson.) 
 
Update on Safety  Mr. Shonk provided an update to the trustees on the status  
    of campus safety at the college and anticipated campus  
    safety initiatives.  
 
Discussion on Board Minutes of April 28, 2009 
 
Ms. Wells asked that the Committee review the motion that was made concerning the 
Destin EOC Project and the question of returning the monies requested to be returned 
by Governor Crist. 
 
The Committee recommends bringing to the Board a clarification of the April 28,  2009 
Special Board Meeting Minutes to the full Board the following change: 

 
 The Board of Trustees approved putting the suspending the project on  

  hold on permanent suspension until all legal issues are resolved and  



  appeal to the state on not returning the $310,000 since it was spent in  
  good faith on a state-approved project.  The trustees are also concerned  
  with regard to the impact of the college’s budget if the $310,000 is   
  returned.  A letter will be written to Governor Crist stating that it is the  
  Board’s intention to return the money, but prior to the return, the board  
  would like the opportunity to negotiate on returning of the money (Motion:  
  Wells; Second: Sims.  Vote for:  Wilkerson, Sims, Campbell, Henderson,  
  Pennington, Rice, Vance, and Wells.) 

 
No letter has been received from the Governor in response to the trustees’ letter

 asking that the college negotiate with that office on the return of the monies. 
 
The Committee’s recommendation is that the college writes a letter to the 
Governor suggesting that we work with the Legislative staff and DOE to have the 
money taken from next year’s PECO appropriation so as not to impact students 
and programs this year. 
  
Dr. White, Mr. Pennington, Dr. Yancey and Mrs. Utley were tasked with drafting a 
letter to the Governor to be reviewed at the Special Board meeting on May 19, 
2009.  The letter will be sent to the board members prior to the meeting for 
review. 
 
 
 

Sublease re: Destin 
 
Mr. Pennington pointed out that the next item on the agenda is the sublease that the 
college has with the county and with Destin Jet – a 3-way lease.  That lease is active 
and discussion at the Board meeting was if we wanted to retreat from the lease, cancel 
the lease or whatever we need to do.  Prior discussion on cancelling the lease was 
revisited. 
 
Mr. Lorenz advised that lease termination would involve discussions with Destin Jet and 
with the county first to determine if they are willing to just terminate/cancel the lease. 
Mr. Pennington asked if any of those discussions have taken place. 
 
Mr. Lorenz said no and his conversation with Mr. Pennington was that we were waiting 
to see what the Facilities Committee decided.   
 
Mr. Lorenz commented that there would be a lease in existence; however, there  would 
be no obligation by the terms of the lease to perform because rental payments are 
contingent on occupying the facility.  However, the lease is not null and void – we still 
have a 40-year lease.  We have the right to use the property, if we decide to do that.  
We would have the right to build according to the Development Order to be used as an 
education facility and an EOC.  We have all those rights.  We cannot change the 



function of the facility.  Any future facility would have to be an educational Center and 
EOC.  The Development Order was amended to provide for that function. 
 
Proceeding with efforts to cancel the lease would mean contacting Matt Gaetz, Attorney 
for Destin Jet and Mr. John Dowd Attorney for the County. 
 
Mr. Wilkerson made a motion to ask Joe Lorenz to contact the appropriate sources to 
terminate the lease on the Destin property (Motion:  Wilkerson; Second: Wells.  Vote 
for: Pennington, Henderson, Wells, Vance, and Wilkerson.) 
 
Adjournment 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:00 a.m. 
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