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NWFSC Criminal Justice Training Center 

Law Enforcement and Corrections 
Basic Recruit Training (BRT) Academies 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 
Q. How long is the course? 

 
A. The daytime Corrections Officer BRT Academy is approximately 11 weeks long (less than one 
semester). The classes generally meet Sunday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday (7 AM to 6 PM). 

 
The Law Enforcement Officer BRT Academy is 30 weeks (two full semesters); this does not include 
breaks between semesters. The daytime schedule is Sunday (7 AM to 4 PM), Monday, Tuesday, and 
Wednesday (7 AM to 5 PM).  

Note: Exact schedules are set for the entire given semester and students are provided with that 
schedule at orientation. 

Q. When do classes begin? 
 

A. We generally start new academy classes in the Fall (mid-August) and Spring (early January) 
semesters. Law Enforcement is divided into two semesters. 

 
Q. Is there a deadline for applications? 

 
A. Admissions opens up a few months prior to the start of a new semester. Acceptance is on a first 
come first serve basis. 

Q. At which campus are classes held? Are there any online academy classes? 
 

A. All BRT academy classes are held at the Niceville Campus of NWFSC. There are no online classes. 

Q. Can anyone register for academy classes? 
 

A. No. The academies are Limited Access Programs which means that only those admitted to the 
program can register for the classes. We usually admit 24 students for each class. 
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Q. How do I get started? 
 

A. It must be done online. 
• Step 1: Complete an application to NWFSC. Under Application Type, pick either 

Corrections Academy or Law Enforcement Academy. 

• Step 2: Take the Florida Basic Abilities Test (FBAT) via Pearson VUE 
(https://home.pearsonvue.com/). The cost is $39.00. 

 
• Step 3: Fill out the NWFSC CJTC Basic Recruit Application that will be 

emailed to you.  Supply supporting documentation and deliver the 
application to Public Safety-Criminal Justice Department at the Niceville 
Campus. 

Note: All applicants are subject to admission requirements as outlined in the NWFSC catalog. 

Q. Will I be able to get my Law Enforcement Officer or Corrections Officer certification after I 
finish the program at NWFSC? 

 
A. Upon successful completion of CJTC Academy, students who meet all graduation requirements 
are eligible to take the State Officer Certification Exam (SOCE). 

Q. Are there any prerequisites for the Academy? 
 

A. There are no prerequisites, but you will need to take and pass the Florida Basic Abilities Test 
(FBAT). There are 2 exceptions to the FBAT, a military veteran with an honorable discharge or the 
applicant holds an associates degree or higher from an accredited college or university, official 
transcript must be provided.  

 
Q. How do I schedule a test date for the FBAT? 

 
A. To sign up for the FBAT, click on this link: https://home.pearsonvue.com/ the cost is $39.00 

Q. What kind of questions are on the FBAT? 
 

A. Each of the FBATs includes a measure of the same basic abilities but in different proportions as 
required for each of the two disciplines. The areas of measurement covered in the FBATs include 
written comprehension, written expression, oral expression, problem sensitivity, inductive 
reasoning, deductive reasoning, information ordering, spatial orientation, visualization, selective 
attention and flexibility of closure. 

 
You can purchase an FBAT study guide at a bookstore or online. The FBAT is sometimes referred to 
as the CJBAT (Criminal justice Basic Abilities Test). 

 
Q. I took the FBAT at another facility. Can I use those scores? 

 
A. You can use the passing score from another school or facility as long as the test was taken within 
four (4) years. You must obtain a copy of your scores to attach with your application. 

 
Q. Am I guaranteed a job upon completion of the BRT academy? 

 
A. No, the CJTC is not a placement agency. There are many agencies in the surrounding counties 

https://home.pearsonvue.com/
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who are looking for quality students, and this particular profession is of high demand. Our goal is to 
assist students in accomplishing their goals. Successful students are very proactive.  
 
 
Q. Do I need a physical exam for the program? Can I use my personal dor the exam? 

 
A. Yes. All candidates must have a physical exam. We have specific forms for the exam which must 
be used by all applicants. Forms are available with the Basic Recruit Application packet and must 
be completed by a Medical Doctor (MD), Physician’s Assistant (PA) or Nurse Practitioner (NP) of 
your choosing. 

Q. I was a military police officer. Do I need to complete the entire academy to be certified in 
Florida? 

 
A. You may be eligible to do the Equivalency of Training program. Contact Public Safety at 
publicsafety@nwfsc.edu for further instructions.  

Q. I am a certified Corrections or Law Enforcement officer in another state. Do I need to 
complete the entire academy to be certified in Florida? 

 
A. You may be eligible to do the Equivalency of Training program. Contact Public Safety at 
publicsafety@nwfsc.edu for further instructions.  

 
Q. Do I have to have a background check and fingerprints done? 

A. Background checks and fingerprinting will be done prior to acceptance into the program. 
Information is provided in application packet. Note that any evidence of a felony conviction or 
misdemeanor conviction involving perjury will result in immediate expulsion from the academy. 

 
Q. What is the cost of the academy? 

 
A. The Law Enforcement BRT Academy is approximately $3,750.00-$4,200.00 and the 
Corrections BRT Academy is approximately $2,500. See “Academy Cost” for details. Prices for 
equipment, student fees and tuition are subject to change. 

 
Q. I've submitted my application, now what? 

 
A. Within four weeks of the start of classes, we will email you an acceptance letter. Upon receipt, 
you will have 5 business days to accept or decline your slot in writing. Shortly afterward, we will 
notify you of a mandatory academy orientation. Failure to attend orientation will result in loss of 
your slot in the class. 

 
Q. Are these degree programs? 

 
A. The Law Enforcement Officer and Corrections Officer BRT academies are certificate programs. 
Currently there is no Criminal Justice associates level program offered.

mailto:publicsafety@nwfsc.edu
mailto:publicsafety@nwfsc.edu
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Q. Is financial aid available for the program?

A. Only for the Law Enforcement Academy (Financial Aid is not available for the Corrections
Academy), you should contact the Financial Aid Office at 850-502-2895 or stop by in person.
Financial Aid is located in the Student Services Center (SSC). We recommend that you explore your
payment options as soon as possible. Delays with financial aid may prevent you from registering
for classes. https://www.nwfsc.edu/students/financial-aid/

Q. Can I use my GI Bill for either program?

A. Yes, you should contact the Veterans Success Center at 850-729-5375 or stop by in person
(Building 500). We recommend that you explore your benefit options as soon as possible.
https://www.nwfsc.edu/students/veterans/

https://www.nwfsc.edu/students/financial-aid/
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